NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

For twenty-five years a disposition which Hawthorne generally
encouraged had held him to a task of preparation. Bom in
Salem, Massachusetts, in 1804, he came of a line of substantial
citizens settled in the town since its earliest days. Once promi-
nent, the line had become less so, but all its generations had
busied themselves with affairs, latterly on the sea. Nathaniel
Hawthorne, who could not point to even a clergyman among
his ancestors, was the first of his name to be sedentary. As a
boy he was robust, handsome, athletic, no particular student,
but rather more of a reader of general literature than has been
ordinarily noted, ranging easily from The Faerie Queenc to
The Newgate Calendar. When he was fourteen, Hawthorne
proceeded to less literary adventures, and spent a year in the
deep seclusion of the Maine woods along Lake Scbago, "It
was there/' he later declared, "I got my cursed habits of
solitude/' At the time he took a keen and wild delight in his
exposure to the forest, which eventually played a larger part
in his imaginative life than the sea which his fathers had
followed and to which he himself at first wanted to go- He
spent four years at Bowdoin College, which was then scarcely
more than a clearing on the edge of the frontier, although it
was also an average country college for the day and included
among its students, besides Hawthorne and his particular
friend Horatio Bridge, a future president and a future poet-
Franklin Pierce and Longfellow* After graduation in 1825
Hawthorne returned to Salem not yet finally decided upon a
profession but evidently with a stronger drift, perhaps even
a stronger determination, toward authorship than he was accus-
tomed to admit.

The records of his life between this and the appearance
of Twice-Told Talcs (1837) are dusky and brief. His mother,
since her widowhood in 1808, had lived in a rigid seclusion
which naturally influenced the entire family, confirming in
her son an original bent "I had very few acquaintances in
Salem/' he afterward said, "and during the nine or ten years
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